
      In 1950 LDNA 
membership was 221, 

down 10 from the pre-
vious year.  Through-
out the 50's member-
ship ranged from 196-
228.  A two day insti-
tute on Nursing As-

pects of Atomic War-
fare was hosted by the 
State and LDNA helped 
plan that 1950  
event. Also that year, 
eleven members went 
to the State Conven-
tion.   
In 1951, the ANA 
president attended a 
WNA convention for 
the first time  
ever.  There were 6 
National Nursing or-
ganizations at one 
time....now there are 
two NLN and ANA.  A 
report was given on 
Malpractice Insurance 

for Nurses., especially 
relating to nurses 
starting IV's.  One local 
member stated, " Per-
haps the time is at 
hand for nurses to not 
only start IV's but also 

to do suturing. On 
8/28/50,  President 
Truman recently 
signed the Social Secu-
rity Amendment which 

covered self em-
ployed...this included 
Private Duty Nurses. 
Prior to this Hospital 
employees have not 
been eligible for Social 
Security benefits and 
at this time it is debat-
able if they are to be 
included.  In 1950, the 
Student Nurses Or-
ganization was formed 
at St. Francis School of 
Nursing. 
England's Socialized 

Medicine was dis-
cussed and that it 
could happen in the 
U.S.....but know....it is 
not free...taxes will 
rise. 

  
In 1952, Nursing Out-
look became the new 
official organ of NLN and 
the Biennial convention 
of ANA ws held in Atlan-
tic City.  The LDNA 
treasurers report in 
1953 showed $664.08 
plus Bonds worth 
$1,184.   
It was recommended 
that Nursing Assistants, 
Practical Nurses and 
Graduate Nurses be 
properly identified when 
performing nursing func-
tions. 
  
Continued on page 2  
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An event in 1954 was a semi formal dance which was sponsored by the general duty section.  Tickets 

were $1.00/couple and it was held at the American Legion. 

 Discussions in 1955 included, Ways to increase membership and programs included TB treatment, 

Erythroblastosis Disease of the Newborn with a demonstration of an Exchange Transfusion.  Adele 

Stahl for the State spoke at a meeting on Statues related to nurses.  A report on new drugs, mainly 

for HTN and Antibiotics was given at one meeting.  At that time there were 600 nurses in the District 

and 202 were members of LDNA. 

Presentations at LDNA meetings in 1956 included Alcoholism, fluid therapy and tranquilizing drugs.  

Private duty nurses salary raised to $15/8hr shift in 1957.  LDNA members proposed having a booth 

about Nurses and Nursing at the Annual County Fair and held a card party at the St. Francis School of 

Nursing to raise funds for Nurse recruitment programs.  A Mae Swan Memorial Tea was also held at 

the school.  Presentations that year included the following"  Arteriograms and arterial surgery,  A sus-

rvey of Nursing in Wisconsin, Hematology, Public Relations in Nursing and a Panel discussion of a 

Psych patient by a Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Nurse, OT, Social worker , Nursing Assistant and a Rec. 

leader from the Tomah VA. 

 1958 meeting presentations included "  Drugs for the geriatric Patient, ANA convention delegates 

report, Duties of the Coroner and Mental Illness.  (I don't have specific notes from 1959) 

 1960-1961 

In January the Annual Dinner meeting was held at the Bodega cafeteria and the lunch cost $2.25.  At 

the following meeting the report card of the student nurse who received the LDNA scholarship was 

shared with membership. The ANA meeting that year was in Miami Beach and two delegates went 

and reported back to membership.  A Disaster Committee was also appointed that year. 

A style show was sponsored as a fund raiser at the Mary E. Sawyer Auditorium and in October of 

1960, WNA president Signe Cooper spoke at the meeting.  Eight delegates went to the WNA annual 

meeting and reported back to the membership. 1961 began with a treasure balance of $3,795.70 and 

presentations at the monthly meetings included  "Histoplasmosis", Care of the Chronically Ill and 

Staph Infections, Rehabilitation, Wills and a MD from the VA hospital spoke on "What Christianity and 

Democracy mean to me".  He spoke  about his experience as a native Filopino under the regime of 

red Japanese.  The student nurs receiveing the scholarship from LDNA was a "B" and "C"stident.  ANA 

suggested raising dues $2,50 to include the AJN.  A commerative nursing stamp was to go on sale 

12/29/61.   AMEN 

Sister Georgia Hammell FSPA, 

Sister Marie Kyle FSPA and  

Sister Joyce Bantle FSPA, were 

guests at the Annual Meeting in 

May .  They shared stories about 

the early hospitals in La Crosse.   

They  enlightened LDNA mem-

bers  about earlier nursing proce-

dures and processes. 

According to  Sister Joyce Bantle 

the first nurses groups were or-

ganized at the request of area 

physicians. 

Nurses Share Memories 



- 
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La Crosse District Nurses Association 

December 08-May 09 

Calendar of Events 
Board Meets every third Tuesday 

In the community room at the People’s Food Co-op 

December  9,2008        All are Invited 

                                Bring a Friend! 

LDNA Holiday Party      5:30-7:00 PM 

People’s Food Co-op– Upstairs 
  

January 20th,  Tuesday 

  

Board Meeting 5:30-7:00 

February 17th Tuesday Board Meeting 5:30-7:00 

  

February or March    Date to be determined SNA student supper 

April 21, 2009      Tuesday Board Meeting 5:30-7:00 

May 4, 2009  Monday Honor a Colleague Event 

May 19, 2009  Tuesday Annual Meeting 5:30-7:00 

Calendar of  Events 2008-2009 

Dubna and Balakova,  Russia  Health Care Teams  in 

La Crosse  to Study  Nursing Education  

Educators from Viterbo and Western  Technical College were pleased to welcome two nurses 

two physicians, a college administrator and a facilitator from Russia  during the week of  

November 9th.  They were brought to the U.S. by  World Services of La Crosse, Inc.  They 

spent time  at both schools and in  

the hospitals and clinics of our area. 

Their purpose was to learn about the  

way nurses are prepared for practice, 

how they are licensed, and the various  

ways nurses function as they assist 

in maintaining the health of the U.S. 

citizens. 

The LDNA hosted a reception for them. 

At the reception the ANA, WNA and 

LDNA purposes and functions were   

explained.  One of the goals of the  

group on their return to Russia was to 

Form a Nurses Association. 
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La Crosse District Nurses Association 
Presented a Seminar 

Tuesday November 18th after November Board meeting  
What  do we need to know about preventing complication ...and their costs? 

Practice at the point of care:  
CMS reimbursement affecting nurse practice  

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid(CMS)  

                   Starting November 1, 2008, Medicare and Medicaid will not  
pay for the treatment of preventable pressure ulcers  

and nosocomial Infection.  
How will the practicing nurse need to change?  
What are the ramifications for our worksites?  

Most of the preventable complications are related to  
nursing care. We can use these concerns  

about the change in reimbursement  
 to leverage for better care.  

          Heidi Hackbarth RN WOCN                                       Michelle Lafleur RN 
      Wound & Ostomy Nursing  Surgery Clinic     Administrative Director forQuality 
        Franciscan Skemp Healthcare                       Gundersen Lutheran Medical 

Websites:   www.nursingworld.org ANA www.wisconsinnurses.org (WNA)  www.LDNA.org (La Crosse District 

http://www.nursingworld.org/
http://www.wisconsinnurses.org/
http://www.ldna.org/

